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Presentation of PILOT4DEV, 
 
Dear participants, dear members, dear speakers, dear friends,  
It is an honor and pleasure to welcome you tonight to our launching event “Climate and Development: Embarking on a 
Sustainable Path”…This event is an unique opportunity for us to have a conversation with key personalities and our speakers 
today, but also to present the aim and ambitions of our organization: to create a think tank, a platform and a community 
around Climate and Development. We want to gather active organizations and enthusiastic personalities and we think that 
it is the right time to become more active, more committed and better aware of actions and solutions for sustainable 
development. Of course tonight we will discuss about Climate, but we also want to discuss about many related topics, the 
environment, climate justice, gender, SDGs…..We want to be a free platform, connect stakeholders and fight for sustainable 
development. We want to work across borders and create links with partners across the world. We hope you’ll have a warm 
welcome  

 
 
PANEL 
The aim of this panel was to debate the main general question: “Are Climate and 
Development Embarking on a Sustainable Path? “. 
 
Context: Actions for the environment and climate are mushrooming across the 
world…However, the challenges are increasing at global level for different reasons:  

1. Climate action is overshadowed by other priorities in political and media circles: 
economy, geopolitics, threats… 

2. Development policies and ODAs are decreasing, creating more challenges for climate 
and SDGs 

3. There is no “one fits all solution” to fight against global warming/climate change 
(energy, water, conservation, transport, cities, agriculture) which makes it complex in 
terms of global approach 

4. Greenwashing and rebound effects are undermining the efforts to find efficient 
solutions.  

 
 
 



 
Presentation of panelists:  
 
Prof. Jean-Pascal van Ypersele, Jean-Pascal is former vice chairman of the international 
panel on climate change; author of the book “ A life at the heart of climate turbulences”, co-
author of the next U.N. report on Global Sustainable Development, and professor at the U.C.L. 
Centre for Earth and Science Research… 
 
Fu Jing is Journalist and Deputy Chief of China Daily Europe office. 
 
Evelyne Huytebroeck Former Minister for the Environment, member of the Parliament and 
member of the European Green Party. 
 
Gauri Khandekar, Researcher at the V.U.B., Deputy Director of the Global Relations Forum 
and Board member of PILOT4DEV.  
 
Summary of Discussions 
 
The professor van Ypersele presented the new evolutions and updates in relations with the 
Paris Agreement, and the difficulties, threats and challenges. He mentioned that if we 
aggregate the effects of the total emissions, we would need more ambition and adaptation 
efforts to keep within the 1,5 degrees Global Warming.  He reminded that in addition to article 
2 on the limits of 1,5 C. degrees temperature, the article 3 states that the financial flows 
needed to be consistent with the objectives (with North-South financial flows expected). In 
addition to Climate change (SDG 13), there are all societal goals of the SDGS. “We need to 
open the blinders and find synergies between different sustainable development 
goals”. He also reminded that there are many opportunities in the integration of 
mitigation efforts which can echo as a positive note among bad news. The statistics available 
indeed would show that last year was the warmest year (without the El Nino event). Climate 
is change, and the sea is rising faster than expected. Other problems should not be 
underestimated (killing temperatures for instance in Pakistan). The I.P.C.C. celebrating its 
30th anniversary and the Paris agreement are only representing a framework that should not 
overshadow potentials of grass root actions, low carbon economy (cleaner economy less 

dependent on fossil fuel). We need to build up adaptation efforts. "We have to 
Foster adaptation and Resilience since infrastructure 
since infrastructure and health are already affected by 
Climate Change" 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Former Minister Evelyne Huytebroeck presented her experience in the main achievements 
but also the main challenges in bringing forward a green agenda. She also highlighted the role 
and challenges of local authorities in cutting GHG emissions. She explained that each C.O.P. 
brought an unique momentum and opportunity for dialogue. “We need to continue discussing 
after the COPs:  to trigger fast changes, we need budget, political support, administration and 

communication!”. "Cities are going faster than national States dealing 
with Climate Change: Cities are the first victims, the first answers 
and the first opportunities facing Climate Change!" We need to work 
from the local to the global!". Interesting projects are brought by initiatives such 
as the C40, the covenant of mayors gathering more than 10 000 cities, circular economy, and 
zero waste initiatives (for instance in hospitals). Other interesting initiatives are related to 
banking finance, energy efficiency of buildings, exemplary buildings initiatives (exemplary 
buildings such as the nordic house).  
 

During his speech, Fu Jing, Journalist and Deputy Chief of China Daily Europe office, shared 
his knowledge on the latest policies and situation in China. He highlighted the actions to face 
climate change and to promote the construction of an ecological civilization since the Paris 

Agreement. During the past five years in China, 80 million farmers have 
been moving into cities, an amount equals to eight times the 
population of Belgium. Many Europeans know the massive size of Beijing, Shanghai, 
or Hong Kong; still, China has planned to build at least nine big cities across the country into 
metropolitan cities, which could compare to London, Paris, New York or Tokyo. And beside 
Beijing, Xiong’an, a new modern and high-tech city, will be built from the scratch. Those are 
very small part of China’s visions, strategies, road-map and action plans shown in the Report 
delivered by General Secretary Xi Jinping at the 19th National Congress of Communist Party 
of China last October. Over the past years China has developed a growing awareness for 
realizing a greener economy, improved institutional arrangements, better low-carbon 
commitments and active participation in cooperation with other countries. All these have 
been included in the Party Congress report, which has emphasized on building ecological 
civilization and beautiful China, achieving high-quality growth and fighting against pollution 
and poverty.  

Four decades ago, when China launched its reform and opening-up policy, the country's 
overarching strategy has been ‘development is the unyielding principle’, which resulted 
in fast economic growth spanning decades, but at the cost of severe environmental pollution 
and wasteful energy consumption. Since Xi Jinping became China’s top leader in 2012, China 
has experienced a dramatic shift promoting ecological sustainability as part of realizing the 
Chinese dream. As a result, it began to guide China's economic activities embodied in the 
concept of the economic ‘new normal’. 



 
 

What is most encouraging is China’s pledge to limit its carbon 
emissions by 2030, mainly by improving energy efficiency and 
increasing the ratio of renewable energy in its total energy mix, which 
is targeted at 15 percent by 2020 and 20 percent by 2030. China could 
achieve those targets earlier than scheduled if the concerted efforts are made. China has been 
determined to turn itself into an innovation power by upgrading its domestic industry and 
manufacturing by embedding automation and mechanical technologies, which will reduce 
environmental pressures. At the same time, China is looking for environment-friendly 
technologies to solve its environmental woes. All these will offer great green opportunities 
for investors and businesses worldwide.  

China has quickened the pace of ushering in a nationwide cap-and-trade emission system by 
the end of last year after carbon emission trading has been piloted in some regions for several 
years. Surprisingly, China has roughly experienced its consumption of coal decline in 
previous years though there is slight year-on-year increase last year, largely due to better 
energy efficiency and economic restructuring. 

Finally, Researcher Gauri Khandekar advocated for the need of a sectoral approach. She 
mentioned that the multiplication of actors was both an opportunity and a challenge for 
coordination and action, therefore raising the question of accountability and measurability of 
GHG emissions per sector (international transportation, agriculture) and to calculate 
decarbonization per sector.  “A sector specific approach is necessary. Some sectors like 
aluminum are polluting more than others.”…”Climate finance is a good practice, in which 
banks are not financing fossil fuel based projects”. Finally, she presented the “100 smart 
cities” initiatives and the “Clean Energy solar programs” in India.  
 
Following the debate, there were interesting questions on the role of the transition in different 

sectors, the differences between the Chinese and Indian models and one interesting question on the 

positioning of PILOT4DEV.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 


